THE UNFINISHED WORK 


A Lincoln Sunday Programme 


DRAMATIS PERSONAE 
THE SUPERINTENDENT Miss American Missionary Association 
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(Select a boy to take the Lincoln part. He should be a good reader 
and should be assigned his part and trained in it long enough before 
to be thoroughly familiar with what he has to read. And a girl to 
speak for the American Missionary Association. The Sunday School 
room should be fittingly decorated—flags, etc. (A church flag, if 
possible.) A trumpeter to sound reveille and taps as indicated, if 
possible. ) 


ORDER OF SERVICE 
REVEILLE. (If it can be sounded.) 


SALUTE TO THE FLAG and PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE as used in the Public 
Schools. 


Hymn—“God Bless Our Native Land.” (Tune, America.) 


“God bless our native land; “May all her pathways be 
Firm may she ever stand Highways of liberty, 

Through storm and night: From shore to shore; 
When the wild tempests rave, Justice sit throned in her, 
Ruler of wind and wave, Truth rise new-crowned in her, 
Thou who art strong to save, Good-will abound in her, 

Be thou her might! For evermore!” 


PRAYER—To be said together (standing). 


“O most powerful Lord God, who hast granted unto our coun- 
try liberty, and established our Nation in righteousness by the 
people’s will. Guide and direct the multitudes whom Thou hast 
ordained in power, by Thy pure wisdom and Thy just laws; that 
their counsels may be filled with knowledge and equity, and the 
whole estate of the Commonwealth be preserved in peace, unity, 
strength, and honor: and take under Thy governance and protec- 
tion, Thy servants, the President, the Governor of this state, the 
lawgivers, the judges, the counsellors, the magistrates, and all 
who are entrusted with authority; so defending them from all 
evil and enriching them with all needed good, that the people 
may prosper in freedom beneath an equal law, and our Nation 
may magnify Thy Name in all the earth; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.” 


To BE Reap In Response. (Still standing). 


Leader: Sing unto the Lord, bless His name, 
Publish His salvation from day to day. 


School: Declare His glory among the nations, 
His wonder among all the peoples. 
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race was made 25 years ago. Every succeeding year has added 
strength to the hope of its realization. May it indeed be real- 
ized!” I would train him to be his best and give him what his 
labor earns. “In the right to eat the bread his own hand 
earns ~ * * he is the equal of every living man.” I said in 
1865: “I would prefer that the right to vote were now conferred 
on the very intelligent and those who now serve our cause as 
soldiers.” The rest I left to the wisdom of those who after me 
should guide the destinies of the republic. I trusted the black 
folk “in some trying time to come, to keep the jewel of liberty 
in the family of freedom.” 


Leaver: Did you leave any wise and loving words to guide us? 


Mr. Lincotn: “Let every man remember that to violate the law 
* * * is to tear the charter of his own and his children’s 
liberty. Let reverence for law be * * * taught in school and 
colleges; let it be preached from the pulpit, proclaimed in legis- 
lative halls and enforced in courts of justice, and let it become 
the political religion of the nation.” 


LEADER: In what spirit shall we labor? 


Mr. Lincotn: “With malice toward none; with charity for all; 
with firmness in the right as God gives us to see the right.” 
LEADER: Were you ever weary of your burden? 


Mr. Lincotn: “There were times when I would willingly have ex- 
changed places with the soldier who slept on the ground in the 
army of the Potomac.” 


LEADER: What faith supported you? 


Mr. LincoLtn: “I have faith not only that God is with our cause, 
but that He will control the hearts of the people so that they 
will be faithful to it too.” 


LEADER: Have you any secret power or loyalty in your own life? 


Mr. Lincotn: “When I left Springfield I asked the people to pray 
for me: I was not a Christian. When I buried my son, the 
severest trial of my life, | was not a Christian. But when I went 
to Gettysburg and saw the graves of thousands of our soldiers, 
I then and there consecrated myself to Christ. I do love Jesus.” 

(The trumpeter sounds Taps, if it can be arranged). 


Leaver: Now he belongs to the ages. But who shall finish his 
work? 


(The piano or organ sounds the chord and the school sings 
without announcement without rising, and softly) : 


“He hath sounded forth the trumpet that shall never call retreat; 
He is sifting out the hearts of men before his judgment seat; 
O, be swift, my soul, to answer him; be jubilant, my feet! 

Our God is marching on. 
Glory, Glory, Hallelujah, our God is marching on.” 


Tue American Missionary AssociATION: (Part taken by a girl or 
young woman). 

I can answer, Mr. Leader. For almost 60 years the American 

people have sought, in war and peace, to continue the causes 

to which Abraham Lincoln devoted his life. But my Association 
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THE UNFINISHED WORK 


A Lincoln Sunday Programme 


DRAMATIS PERSONAE 
THE SUPERINTENDENT ..... Miss American Missionary Association 
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(Select a boy to take the Lincoln part. He should be a good reader 
and should be assigned his part and trained in it long enough before 
to be thoroughly familiar with what he has to read. And a girl to 
speak for the American Missionary Association. The Sunday School 
room should be fittingly decorated—flags, etc. (A church flag, if 
possible.) A trumpeter to sound reveille and taps as indicated, if 
possible. ) 


ORDER OF SERVICE 


REVEILLE. (If it can be sounded.) 


SALUTE TO THE FLAG and PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE as used in the Public 
Schools. 


Hymn—“God Bless Our Native Land.” (Tune, America.) 

“God bless our native land; “May all her pathways be 
Firm may she ever stand Highways of liberty, 

Through storm and night: From shore to shore; 
When the wild tempests rave, Justice sit throned in her, 
Ruler of wind and wave, Truth rise new-crowned in her, 
Thou who art strong to save, Good-will abound in her, 

Be thou her might! For evermore!” 


PRAYER—To be said together (standing). 


“O most powerful Lord God, who hast granted unto our coun- 
try liberty, and established our Nation in righteousness by the 
people’s will. Guide and direct the multitudes whom Thou hast 
ordained in power, by Thy pure wisdom and Thy just laws; that 
their counsels may be filled with knowledge and equity, and the 
whole estate of the Commonwealth be preserved in peace, unity, 
strength, and honor: and take under Thy governance and protec- 
tion, Thy servants, the President, the Governor of this state, the 
lawgivers, the judges, the counsellors, the magistrates, and all 
who are entrusted with authority; so defending them from all 
evil and enriching them with all needed good, that the people 
may prosper in freedom beneath an equal law, and our Nation 
may magnify Thy Name in all the earth; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.” 


To BE Reap IN Response. (Still standing). 


Leader: Sing unto the Lord, bless His name, 
Publish His salvation from day to day. 


School: Declare His glory among the nations, 
His wonder among all the peoples. 
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Leader: Honor and majesty are before Him, 
Strength and beauty are in His sanctuary. 


School: Give unto the Lord, O families of peoples, 
Give unto the Lord glory and strength. 


Leader: Say unto the nations: The Lord is King, 


He shall judge the peoples uprightly. 


All: O come into His gates with thanksgiving, 
And into His courts with praise; 
Be thankful unto Him, bless His name; 
For the Lord is good, His loving kindness is forever, 
And His faithfulness unto all generations. 


Hymn—“‘America’”—One verse. 


SUPERINTENDENT: One hundred and fourteen years ago Abraham 
Lincoln was born, destined of God to lead his nation through 
a great war, free four million slaves, preserve the unity 
of the Republic, live nobly, die a violent death, and leave a 
memory which grows more precious with the passing years. 
This morning we keep the anniversary of his birth and we would 
let him remind us again of patriotism and duty, for he being 
dead yet speaketh. Let us listen to his own words. Mr. Lincoln, 
tell us of your life. 


Mr. LincoLtn: “I was born February 12th, 1809, in Hardin County, 
Kentucky. My parents were both born in Virginia, of undistin- 
guished families. My mother, who died in my tenth year, was 
of a family of the name of Hanks. My paternal grandfather, 
Abraham Lincoln, emigrated from Rockingham County, Vir- 
ginia, to Kentucky about 1781 or 1782, where a year or two later 
he was killed by the Indians. 

“My father, at the death of his father, was but six years of age, 
and he grew up literally without education. He removed from 
Kentucky to what is now Spencer County, Indiana, in my eighth 
year. It was a wild region, with many bears and other wild 
animals still in the woods. There I grew up. There were some 
schools, so called, but no qualification was ever required of a 
teacher beyond ‘readin’, writin,’ and cipherin’’ to the rule of 
three. I have not been to school since. 

“IT was raised to farm work, which I continued till I was 
twenty-two. At twenty-one I came to Illinois, Macon County. 
Then I got to New Salem, at that time in Sangamon, now in 
Menard County, where I remained a year as a sort of clerk in 
a store. 

“Then came the Black Hawk War; and I was elected a captain 
of volunteers, a success which gave me more pleasure than any 
I have had since. * * * Ran for the legislature the same year 
(1832), and was beaten—the only time I ever have been beaten 
by the people. The next and three succeeding biennial elections 
I was elected to the legislature. During this legislative period 
I had studied law, afd removed to Springfield to practice it. In 
1846 I was elected to the lower House of Congress. Was not a 
candidate for re-election. I was losing interest in politics when 
the repeal of the Missouri Compromise aroused me again. What 
I have done since then is pretty well known.” 
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LEADER: We would like to know the great things you have believed 
in and sought for America. 


Mr. Lincotn: My first public speech was upon education. [I said: 
“Upon the subject of education, not presuming to dictate any 
plan or system respecting it, I can only say that I view it as the 
most important subject which we, as a people, can be engaged 
in.” 

Leaver: What great wrong did you hope to see righted? 


Mr. Lincotn: “When I was a boy I went to New Orleans on a flat 
boat and there I saw slavery and slave markets as I had never 
seen them in Kentucky and I heard more of the Red River 
plantations. * * * I hoped and prayed that the gradual eman- 
cipation plan of Henry Clay * * * might lead to its extinction 
in the United States.” “Free labor has the inspiration of hope; 
pure slavery has no hope.” “I am naturally anti-slavery. If 
slavery is not wrong, nothing is wrong. Those who deny free- 
dom to others do not deserve it even for themselves, and under the 
rule of a just God cannot long retain it.” “I see the storm com- 
ing and I know that God’s hand is in it. If He has a place and 
work for me, I believe I am ready.” 


LreapDER: When you were made President, what was your supreme 
concern? 


Mr. Lincotn: “My paramount object is to save the union. * * * 


What I do about slavery and the colored race I do because it 
helps to save the union; and what I forbear, I forbear because 
I do not believe it would help to save the union.” “But a house 
divided against itself cannot stand. I believe this government 
cannot permanently endure half slave and half free. I do not 
expect the house to fall; but I do expect it will cease to be 
divided. * * * The result is not doubtful, we shall not fail.” 


LEADER: 'To what high purpose were you finally led? 


Mr. Lincotn: “I made a solemn vow before God that if General Lee 
were driven back from Pennsylvania I would crown the result 
by the declaration of freedom to the slaves.” 


LEADER: And how did you keep that promise? 


Mr. Lincotn: On January Ist, 1863, I wrote—“I, Abraham Lincoln, 
President of the United States, by virtue of the power invested 
in me * * * do order and declare that all persons held as 
slaves within designated states or parts of states are and hence- 
forth shall be free.” “And now the promise shall be kept and 
not one word of it will I ever recall.” 


Leaver: Mr. Lincoln, what future did you foresee for the Negro? 


Mr. Lincotn: I did not see the far future. For me night fell on 
noon and I left my work unfinished. “I claim not to have con- 
trolled events—events have controlled me.” But I saw the 
Negroes make good soldiers. “So far as tested it is difficult to say 
they are not as good soldiers as any. No servile insurrection 
or tendency to violence or cruelty have marked the measures of 
emancipation and arming the black.” I said in 1852: “The 
suggestion of the possible ultimate redemption of the African 
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has done and is doing a work which we fondly believe he would 
particularly rejoice in and bless. Before the guns of the Civil 
War were cold we sent teachers to the South to help the slaves 
he freed. We took the spelling book in one hand and the Bible 
in the other. Men and women, brave as any soldiers, suffered 
loneliness and many hard things to bring friendship and hope 
to those who but yesterday were slaves. Generous folk in the 
North built them schools. The Negroes responded beyond our 
dreams and, singing the songs of bondage, built a college for 
themselves. We have sent teachers to the mountain white folk 
of whose kind Lincoln was born; we have followed the flag to 
the islands of the Atlantic and Pacific; we have met the Chinese 
and Japanese in the far West with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We 
have helped the American Indian and taught the youth of many 
races to labor, to think, to worship, to lead and serve others, 
to honor the Flag and the Cross, and those we have taught have 
shown their worth in peace and war and died to “keep the 
jewel of Liberty in the family of freedom.” Today we have 
48 schools and colleges, we are teaching 8,367 students. We 
have 621 teachers and pastors, and we are doing all our work 
in the spirit of democracy, humanity and Christianity. We are 
carrying on what Abraham Lincoln began and we ask your help 
to do it more and better—for there is still so much to do. 


LEADER: How can we help? 
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Miss AMERICAN Missionary Ass’N.: By knowing more about our 
work, by gifts of money, by faith in our cause and its principles, 
by seeing in all men, whatever their color or race, God’s children 
and our friends, and even by giving yourselves to the work of 
teaching or preaching. 

LEADER: God help us to help, and let us help here and now by a 
generous offering for the work of THE AMERICAN MISSION- 
ARY ASSOCIATION. 


ScHOOL (Standing and reading together): “It is now for us, the 
living * * * to be here dedicated to the great task remaining 
before us, * * * that we here highly resolve that these dead 
shall not have died in vain; that this nation, under God, shall 
have a new birth of freedom, and that government of the people, 
by the people, for the people shall not perish from the earth.” 

(The organ or piano sounds a chord and the school rises and 
sings without announcement—Tune Materna). 


“O beautiful for glory tale 

Of liberating strife, 

Where valiantly for man’s avail 

Man lavished precious life. 

America! America! 

God shed His grace on thee 

And crown thy good with brotherhood 

From sea to shining sea.” 
BENEDICTION. 


Che American Missionary Association 
28? Fourth Auenue, Nem York City 


CHF SCS HSS HSS SHS HSS HSS SHS SSS SOS SHS SSHSSSSHS HSS HSH HHH HH HH FOSS FF SF OS OOH OF H O:'H HH F H OF O'H HH HH HH HHH HHHHSHHHHSHSHOOCHHHOHHS 


« 
ie 
r 
° 
e 
° 
« 
° 
° 
° 
+ 
° 
° 
° 
° 
° 
° 
+ 
° 
° 
° 
° 
CY 
° 
° 
e 
4 
° 
o 
° 
° 
e 
e 
o 
¢ 
° 
° 
° 
o 
+ 
¢ 
o 
e 
° 
° 
o 
* 
e 
¢ 
+ 
° 
4 
° 
o 
+ 
? 
> 
¢ 
° 
° 
e 
° 
? 
° 
° 
° 
ie 
e 
° 
+ 
Cy 
° 
¢ 


o> 0'O > F © & OH & B'S 6 F'O'S OHO O'S O OO OOO O:O:% O:9'S OH OH OF OO OSH HFS OSTHHH SOSH SSSSSSSHSSEHSHSSSSSCSOSECSHSSSOSCS SOY OS 


